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THE IMPACT OF WARS AND THE REVOLUTION OF DIGNITY  
ON FASHION IN UKRAINE AND THE WORLD 
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ABSTRACT. The article examines the impact of the war on fashion in general and examines in more 

detail the new fashion trends in Ukraine that began after the Revolution of Dignity in 2014 and gained 

new momentum after the full-scale military invasion of Russia on February 24, 2022. 
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І. Introduction 

The fashion industry is significantly influenced by what is happening in the world. The usual set 

of ubiquitous clothing today is largely made up of items that came from the military wardrobe. This 

style penetrated the wardrobes everywhere – convenient pockets began to appear on clothes, it 

became fashionable to wear belts and tunic jackets.  

World War I is not only a war, but also a period when women changed their uncomfortable 

clothes to a practical wardrobe, and the end of World War II brought an explosion of female 

sexuality. Bulging breasts, accentuated waist and hips, red lipstick – all this became the main 

markers of fashion in the late 1940s and 1950s [1].  

 

ІІ. Fashion trends in Ukraine 

After the Revolution of Dignity in Ukraine, there was an outburst of interest in everything 

Ukrainian. More and more people in the world, and not only Ukrainians, are trying to buy things 

with Ukrainian symbols, with the colors of our flag, with words of support for Ukraine, such as 

«Stand with Ukraine», «Support Ukraine» and others [2]. 

According to statistics from Google Trends, search queries for «clothing» and especially «clothing» 

in Russian fell sharply on February 20-26, and after that, searches responded to virtually every 

event in Ukraine, increasing or decreasing [3]. 

Designation of lines: blue – clothes «одяг» (in Ukrainian) and red – clothes «одежда» (in Russian). 

Fig. 1 

 
Fig. 1. Statistics from Google Trends 

  

As we can see, on February 13-19, search points were very high (83 and 40 points, respectively), 

but already on February 20-26 there were 25 and 55 points, and from February 27 to March 5, the 

indicators were the lowest in history – 30 and 17 points. But Ukrainian society is gradually 

returning to a relatively normal life – on October 2-8, it had 67 and 63 points. It is also possible to 
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note a change in the activity of the language of requests – the Ukrainian language almost equaled 

Russian, although before the beginning of the full-scale invasion the ratio was 1:2. 

The Ukrainian war initiated such changes as: 

1) Khaki and military. Military realities have made khaki and military-style clothing a trend, 

people who now wear military uniforms in public space have a powerful heroic role. 

2) Memes and yellow blue. 

In early March, Pantone Color Institute chose the new main colors of 2022 – the colors of the 

Ukrainian flag «free» blue and «energetic» yellow. Ukrainians are also dressing en masse in  

T-shirts, sweaters and sweatshirts with printed inscriptions of major military memes. 

3) Sports and comfort. According to one of the largest e-commerce websites OLX, over the past 

three months, dresses and shoes have replaced sportswear and trainers in the top sales in the 

category of Fashion and Style. Demand for them has doubled, according to OLX analysts. 

4) Women without makeup. Bright dramatic make-up, intricate hairstyles and an excess of 

accessories, as well as heels and women's dresses for Ukrainian women are a thing of the past – it 

seems inappropriate during the war [7]. 

3. On March 1, Vogue Ukraine published an appeal to the beauty and luxury industry with a 

request to impose an embargo on the export of goods to Russia. 

High street fashion retailers including H&M Group, Mango, Zara, Marks & Spencer, Asos, 

Boohoo Group, Levi Strauss&Co., JD Sports Fashion and Nike have responded to the conflict by 

closing their Russian stores and suspending online trade. Many of luxury fashion houses have also 

paused operations in the country. Georgian designer and creative director of Balenciaga Demna 

Gvasalia publicly supports Ukraine. 

The Scottish brand Great Scot has registered a new traditional Scottish ornament as a sign of 

solidarity with Ukraine. This ornament in blue and yellow colors was called «Ukraine forever». 

 Unfortunately, there will still be many brands in the global fashion industry that, in their public 

statements regarding Russia's full-scale war with Ukraine, call it a conflict or crisis, take a neutral 

position and leave some of their franchises in Russia. Such a position became reputationally 

disadvantageous – and over time they did announce the termination of cooperation with the Russian 

Federation [4]. 

4. The impact of sanctions runs deeper than the overall reduction in consumer base. Russia’s 

biggest export is crude oil, and prices have been driven up due to scarcity following the decision to 

longer buy Russian exports. This impacts the fashion industry in two ways: firstly, lack of oil means 

lack of fuel and affects the abilities of companies to ship their products, and secondly, crude oil is a 

key component in the production of synthetic fibres, from which a large amount of clothes are made [5].  

GlobalData apparel analyst Pippa Stephens tells Just Style rising commodity prices as a result of 

the Ukraine conflict have strained the apparel industry throughout Europe. She says: «The impact 

has wider consequences on the supply chain, the price of textiles, and is contributing to further 

inflationary pressure on consumers’ pockets, which will result in spending being diverted away 

from apparel purchases to more essential items». 

Aside from the war and rising inflation, concerns about sustainability are also increasingly 

driving many shoppers to either buy fewer products, purchase items made from more sustainable 

materials or shop secondhand instead, states Stephens [6]. 

 

ІІІ. Conclusions 

So, big events even in a one country can cause huge changes in each state. Recent events have 

affected all aspects of life, forced to reconsider values and attitude to fashion, economy, business, 
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so we all are still adapting to the new reality and looking for ways to solve problems. Ukrainian 

society returned to its national origins, modernized it in fashion and received support from all over 

the world. 
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